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“crazy rich asians KIEVIN
By Kevin Kwan (Doubleday) JKWAND

Rachel Chu never dreamed her unassuming
boyfriend, Nicholas Young, might be the heir
to a shipping conglomerate, but this is what
she discovers after he invites her to the
Khoo wedding in his native Singapore. What
ensues is a power struggle within the highest
echelons of the new-money “Overseas Chinese”
diaspora, and Nick is at the center. Circling
Nick, ruthless players jockey for position
in an exclusive web of rich families, and
battle lines are drawn as independently
inded children pit themselves against the
stodgy customs of older generations. On one
side, there is Nick's mother, Eleanor, her
consort of social advisers, and a few younger,
ambitious allies. Luckily for Rachel, she
has some friends as well: Astrid, Nick's
prodigal fashionista cousin, Colin, the humble
bridegroom, and Oliver, another cousin and
adroit social schemer. Kwan gleefully opens
a peephole into a “secretive, rarefied circle
of families virtually unknown to outsiders,”
although clunky footnotes tacked to long
. passages of exposition can make the book
feel like a primer on the rise of China.
Kwan's female characters are a diverse and
particular lot; however, male characters are
assigned to one of two positions: paragons
of virtue and restraint, or money-grubbing,
power-hungry financiers. SETH SATTERLEE

tampa
By Alissa Nutting

hine

184

chocolates for
breakfast

By Pamela Moore
(Harper Perennial)
Uver the years, the poor

don’t kiss me
by Lindsay Hunter (FSG Originals)

The best stories often take readers someplace
they don’'t want to go in order to reveal
something important, and Lindsay Hunter's
accomplished second collection, Don't Kiss
Me, escorts us through mostly uncomfortable
and derelict terrain.
and-out drifters, oversexed teens, and even
a post-scandal Richard Nixon—tell their
wacked-out tales with a forthright tone, but
Hunter's magical prose is the sort of thing
that might happen if George Saunders and
Gertrude Stein co-edited Raymond Carver. The
stories vary wildly in pace and procedure,
but each has its own visceral language that
goes straight to the gut. ASHLEY BAKER

Her narrators—down-

bobcat
By Rebecca Lee
(Algongquin)
Rebecca L ¥

taipei
By Tao Lin (Vintage)

With each book that
Tao Lin has published,
he‘s increasingly
become a lightning roc
for a generation of
writers who've come

of age online. Taipei
follows Paul as he
awkwardly navigates

a social life in New
York City, one which
he only participates
in, admittedly, for
the purpose of finding
a girlfriend. He ends
up finding one via the
Internet, and Taipei
chronicles the drug
use, shotgun wedding,
and Taipei trip that
follow, with a MacBook
never too far away.
It's a poignant, if
quiet, novel about
modern relationships—
and how advancements
in communication
haven't actually made
communication any
easier. MALLORY RICE

love, dishonor, marry,

(Doubleday)
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die, cherish, perish
By David Rakoff
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